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ALWAYS THERE

Upcoming  
Events

April 27 - Seminar: Special Needs 
Trust; 12:15 pm; Zoom

April 29 - New Volunteer 
Orientation; 12:15 pm; Zoom

May 20 - Seminar: Decedent 
Estates; 12:15 pm; Zoom

May 31 - Memorial Day; CVLS 
Closed;

June 3 - Law & Disorder; 6:00pm; 
Zoom;

Coronavirus. Evictions. Divorce. In 
a crisis, CVLS is there, providing 
critical services and support to our 
city’s most vulnerable. Ever year, 
CVLS takes on about 3,000 new 
cases around the county. Your tax 
deductible gift enables CVLS to help 
vulnerable Chicagoans when they 
need it most.

www.cvls.org/donate

OLD CAR NIGHTMARE

Juana owned a car with her own 
insurance policy. When she overheard 
that her neighbors were interested in 
buying a car of their own, Juana sold her 
car to them to make some extra money. 
Eventually expecting to buy a new car and 
transfer her existing insurance policy over, 
Juana didn’t cancel or update her policy. 
Unfortunately, the new owners never 
registered the car and never took out their 
own insurance policy against it. 

A year after the sale, one of the new owners 
got into an accident while driving Juana’s 
old car. Juana’s insurance company sued 
her, the new car owners, and the other 
driver and his insurance company, asking 
the judge to declare that they did not owe 
anyone under their old policy with Juana. 

Juana only speaks Spanish, so she was 
confused as to why she was being sued. 
Judge Meyerson was reviewing the case 

So Young (Anna) Lee

CAP Volunteer Sorts Out Insurance Action!

when she decided to refer Juana to CVLS 
for representation through our Chancery 
Appointment Program (CAP). 

CVLS accepted Juana’s case and placed it 
with volunteer attorney, So Young (Anna) 
Lee. Anna made sure Juana understood 
all the aspects of the case, while guiding 
it to a successful conclusion. Juana’s 
insurance company voluntarily dismissed 
the case, and all the insurers and other 
parties dropped their claims against one 
another. The other driver’s insurance 
company will likely cover the loss under 
their own coverage.

Juana can now rest easy, knowing that 
no one will come after her for a car she 
doesn’t own.

Visit cvls.org/event for more details.
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New FREE CLE 
seminars available 

Help Dreamers Realize Their Dreams: 
The Nuts and Bolts of DACA
Caroline Shoenberger
1.00 hours CLE credit
https://bit.ly/3tPziwn

Preparing 2020 Income Taxes
Larry Krupp
1.00 hours CLE credit
https://bit.ly/39eRp6W

Resolving Eviction Cases Through 
Mediation and Agreed Orders
Martin Cozzola and Matt Hulstein
1.00 hours CLE credit
https://bit.ly/3vVv883

Trauma Informed Care and Working 
With Survivors
Ana C. Chavez and  Mariana Puentes
1.00 hours CLE credit
https://bit.ly/2NMUdAM

THANK YOU TO 
OUR SUPPORTERS

ADULT GAL STARS
It’s no secret that CVLS volunteers 
are the backbone of Chicago Pro Bono. 
Without their sacrifice and dedication, 
thousands of people would needlessly 
suffer without representation.

We’d like to recognize our amazing Adult 
GAL volunteers who have signed up for 
new cases in the last couple months:

Shannon K. Briggs
Meghan Terry Davis
Jesse A. Footlik (2)

Ruben M. Garcia
Kevin P. Hanbury

Kyra Payne (2)
Nola C. Pieper

Karen J. Porter (2)
Steve Raminiak (2)

Caroline O. Shoenberger (8)
Catherine S. Taylor Cappel

Elizabeth M. Toth
Melissa N. Turk

Nicholas Zausch (2)
David A. Zulkey 

Thanks to caring advocates like these, 
Chicago Pro Bono is going to have a big 
impact in 2021.

More available at 
cvls.org/onlinecle

DIVORCED (AGAIN)
Schiff Hardin Attorneys 
Achieve Stellar Outcome for 
Wife with Disability

E is a woman in her 50s with a disability. 
In 1995, her husband fraudulently 
obtained a divorce while they were still 
living and raising their children together. 
The relationship finally fell apart in 
2013, they separated, and E tried to file 
for divorce only to find out that she was 
apparently already divorced! 

On her own, E figured out how to have 
the old divorce judgment vacated. 
Then, in 2018, she sought help from 
Schiff Hardin through its CVLS clinic to 
divorce her husband. The couple had a 
radical disparity in income, because the 
husband  had pursued his career during 
the marriage while the wife maintained 
the home and cared for the children. 
E needed representation given the 
circumstances, and Schiff Hardin took 
her case pro bono.

The first thing her attorneys did was 
to petition the Court for temporary 
maintenance, or spousal support, to help 
their client get back on her feet financially 
while the divorce case was pending. 
Throughout discovery and settlement 
negotiations, E’s husband repeatedly 
missed maintenance payments. Schiff 
attorneys held his feet to the fire by going 
to court to enforce his obligation. They 
made sure he paid all his past-due of the 
maintenance he owed, in full.

E’s attorneys secured  long-term 
maintenance for her and uncovered 
and pursued  marital assets, including 
a retirement account and a personal 
injury settlement, that the husband had 

dissipated. Using creative problem-
solving, E’s team got the court to order 
her now ex-husband to pay her for 
her share of those dissipated assets 
through installment payments .

Schiff Hardin’s representation of E 
was a collective effort. Among others, 
Matthew Griffin and Jin Yan put 
hundreds of hours into her  case. Had 
the client paid for representation, it 
might have cost her tens of thousands 
of dollars. Instead, she was able to 
become financially stable and, at last, 
be properly divorced from her husband.

Matthew Griffin, Schiff Hardin LLP

Jin Yan, Schiff Hardin LLP
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14-YEAR STUDENT LOAN SAGA
Simple Advice Provides Sizable Relief!
Like many young borrowers, Whitney 
took out student loans that she is now 
struggling to repay. In Whitney’s case, 
she took out these loans  in 2006. 
Fourteen years later, her debt was sent 
to a collection agency, and she was sued 
for more than  $8,000. 

Whitney tried to participate in the case 
but was unable to navigate the court 
system on her own. She tried to file an 
appearance, but her application for a fee 
waiver was rejected. Thinking she could 
negotiate with the plaintiff’s lawyer, she 
reached out and offered to pay the loan 
back at a reduced rate, but she never 
heard back.

CVLS volunteer, Bryan Thompson, spoke 
to Whitney at our Debt Collection and 
Credit Protection Clinic. He reviewed 
the complaint and discussed possible 
outcomes with her. With Bryan’s advice 
and guidance, Whitney has able to come 
to an agreement with the debt collector 
to pay back half of her remaining 
balance. 

The client was happy with the result and 
for Bryan’s help, glad to get her finances 
back on track. While for Bryan this might 
have been relatively simple matter, 
for Whitney it was a large, 14-year old 
burden lifted.

Bryan Thompson, 
Chicago Consumer Law Center

A storied volunteer with CVLS, Kevin 
Hanbury is no stranger to handling 
complex probate matters. In this case, 
he was asked to act as Guardian ad Litem 
(GAL) for a 22-year-old nonverbal adult 
with autism. The adult’s father had filed 
a petition seeking guardianship, and it 
was Kevin’s role to determine what was 
in the best interests of the adult with a 
disability.

At the outset, Kevin thought this case 
might need to be dismissed. The father 
had filed on his own, was unresponsive, 
and could not meet several procedural 
requirements. He also had a felony 
conviction at the time and was diagnosed 
with a mental illness.  However, as  Kevin 
learned more about the case,  he learned 
that the father had performed a valuable 
service for his adult son and everyone 
involved.

GETTING TO THE 
FACTS
The Strength of a GAL

As Kevin investigated the facts and the 
parties, he learned that the mother had 
raised her son since birth. The father had 
been incarcerated for actions stemming 
from his mental illness although he was 
now medicated and stable. Although 
the father had filed the case because 
his son needed a guardian he agreed 
that the mother (his ex-wife) was the 
logical and best choice. All of the other 
family members also consented to the 
appointment of the mother. 

Kevin learned that the mother works part-
time while caring for her son. It would have 
nearly impossible for her to pay a lawyer, 
so her ex-husband’s intervention and 
CVLS’ appointment were truly a blessing. 
The father withdrew his petition, and the 
Court granted mother’s cross-petition, 
appointing her as guardian. 

Both the father and mother were very 
grateful to Kevin and to CVLS for this 
outcome. Without the GAL’s intervention, 
the Court may have been lost in a sea of 
allegations. Thanks to Kevin’s work on this 
case, stability was restored for the family. 

Glenn served his country in the Navy, 
but now he was having a hard time. He 
had very little income, and, when the 
City suspended his Driver’s License for 
parking tickets he could not afford to 
pay, he came to CVLS for help. Thanks to 
our partnership with the Illinois Armed 
Forces Legal Network (ILAFLAN), CVLS 
was took care of his problem. 

CVLS gave Glenn’s case to Justice 
Entrepreneurs Project (JEP) Fellow Seth 
McCormick. JEP is a small firm incubator 
project, facilitated by the Chicago 
Bar Foundation. Solo practitioners 
who want to start their own socially-
conscious law firms partner with the 
CBF and legal aid  to learn how to offer 
quality representation at a lower price, 
sometimes called “low-bono”. After a 
successful career representing larger 
financial interests, Seth was ready  to 
start his own firm to serve the less 
advantaged. 

VET’S LICENSE ON 
THE LINE
CVLS Helps With a Fresh 
Start

Seth helped Glenn file a Chapter 7 
Bankruptcy and take part in the City 
of Chicago’s Fresh Start Program. 
Although traffic tickets are not normally 
dischargeable in Bankruptcy, the City’s 
Self Help Program will forgive the 
debt for eligible bankruptcy filers, like 
Glenn. With his debts were discharged, 
Glenn’s license was reinstated. Thank 
you, Glenn, for serving our country, and 
thank you, Seth, for being there when 
he needed you.

Seth McCormick,
Great Lakes Consumer Law Firm, LLC
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June 3, 2021

A Night of entertainment in Honor of Chicago Pro Bono

featuring

www.cvls.org/lawanddisorder
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BOARD ELECTIONS
New Leadership Takes Stage
It’s that time of year when we hold 
board elections and welcome a new 
set of board members, as well as 
goodbye and thank you to our retiring 
board members. Congratulations to 
Nikki Bhargava, Loeb & Loeb, David 
Chernoff, Elaine Sit, Law Office of Elaine 
Sit, and Christine Skoczylas, Barns & 
Thornburg, for election to second three-
year terms. Welcome  to the board Priya 
Bathija, American Hospital Association, 
Janice Dantes, Dantes Law Firm, Travis 
Eliason, Quarles & Brady, and Nick 
Niles, Kirkland & Ellis. Janice previously 
served on the Junior Board for six years, 
and Nick served as Chair of the board.

Thank you to retiring board members 
Mark Bina, Joe Seder, Dan Winters, and 
Tom Woodrow for your service. We will 
miss you.

Nikki Bhargava, 
Loeb & Loeb

David Chernoff,
Retired

Elaine Sit, 
Law Office of Elaine C. Sit

Christine Skoczylas,
Barnes & Thornburg

Priya Bathija,
American Hospital Association

Janice Dantes,
Dantes Law Firm

Travis Eliason,
Quarles & Brady

Nick Niles,
Kirkland & Ellis

Mark Bina,
Quarles & Brady

Joe Seder,
The Kenrich Group

Tom Woodrow,
Holland & Knight

Dan Winters
Retired
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Hasan Siddiqui Lauren Cherney Greg Anger

Seth McCormick 
Great Lakes Consumer Law Firm LLC

Terra Gross
Justice Entrepreneurs Project (JEP)

THE TEAM GROWS
New Faces to Help Run 
Housing and Debt Program

In order to deal with the housing and 
debt crisis caused by COVID-19, the 
Cook County Legal Aid for Housing and 
Debt (CCLAHD) initiative was formed. 
Community partners, such as CVLS, 
are providing free legal aid, mediation 
services, and connections to other 
resources through a CCLAHD project 
called the Early Resolution Program 
(ERP). As eviction and other debt cases 
start to make their way through the 
court system, demand for these services 
is skyrocketing. 

CVLS is ready for the challenge thanks 
to a team of new advocates who have 
joined our ranks. We are glad to welcome 
Hasan Siddiqui, Lauren Cherney, Greg 
Anger, Seth McCormick, and Terra 
Gross to the family. 

Hasan, Lauren, Greg and Terra will be 
working with CVLS’ Marty Cozzola 
representing low-income landlords in 
eviction cases through ERP. Meanwhile, 
Seth and CVLS’ Matt Hulstein will be 
tackling foreclosure mediation cases. 

Seth previously worked with CVLS 
through the Justice Entrepreneurs Project 
(JEP), a Chicago Bar Foundation program 
that helps lawyers start innovative, 
socially conscious law practices serving 

low and middle income Chicagoans. 
Luckily, we were able to convince him 
to stick around a little longer to help us 
out. Terra is currently with us through 
the JEP program. 
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Get Involved 
in 2021
Become a 
Chicago Pro 
Bono Volunteer
CVLS offers attorneys 
and law firms a wide 
range of pro bono 
transactional and 
litigation opportunities, 
from brief consultations 
or transactional projects 
to representation in 
pending litigation. With 
a vast array of training 
and support materials, 
our dedicated and 
knowledgeable staff can 
help you develop the pro 
bono program that is right 
for you.

Join the fight

cvls.org/volunteer

Interpreters
We connect volunteer 
attorneys with low-income 
clients who are in need 
of legal representation 
which is a linguistically 
diverse population. 
Our clients sometime 
need interpreters to 
help communicate with 
attorneys in depositions, 
at trial, and in the 
completion of paperwork. 
Your language skills could 
be critical in helping these 
clients receive essential 
legal assistance.

UPCOMING SEMINARS

Special Needs Trust
April 27, 12:15 PM
Denise Kaplan, 
Rivkin & Kaplan

The presentation will focus on 
special needs planning, including a 
basic overview of public benefits, 
eligibility for those benefits, and 
the creation of supplemental 
needs trusts and ABLE Accounts 
to facilitate benefits eligibility.  
The goal is to help attendees 
understand the two different types 
of supplemental needs trusts and 
when they are appropriate to be 
used.  The presentation will also 
address the role of supplemental 
needs trust in divorce and the role of 
the probate court in approving and/
or overseeing supplemental needs 
trusts for individuals subject to a 
guardianship.

cvls.org/specialneedstrust

Decedent Estates
May 20, 12:15 PM
Steve Raminiak,
Law Offices of Steve Raminiak PC

This seminar provides an overview 
for attorneys as to how to open, close, 
and assist in the administration 
of small, uncontested Decedent 
Estates in Cook County, Illinois.  
Updated for 2021, Steve will also 
explain how to approach the Probate 
Court both during the pandemic and 
after it passes. 

cvls.org/decedentestates

THE TAX MAN COMMETH
It’s tax season again, which means Uncle Sam is 
coming for his money. This year, why not have a 
say in where your hard earned cash goes? By 
making a tax-deductible gift to Chicago Volunteer 
Legal Services, you provide high quality Chicago 
Pro Bono to our city’s most vulnerable residents 
and save on your tax bill!

Visit www.cvls.org/donate for more details.
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