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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS 
COUNTY DEPARTMENT-PROBATE DIVISION 

 
 
ESTATE OF:              
  
DEVANTE J. B     No: 03 P 0000 
DIONATE R. B 
DESHANTE B 
  minors         
 

MOTION FOR HOME STUDY INVESTIGATION 

 
 Margaret C. Benson of Chicago Volunteer Legal Services, the Guardian Ad Litem of the 

minors in the above matter, moves this Honorable Court pursuant to 755 ILCS 5/11-7.0 and 5/11-7.1, 

to appoint the Cook County Office of Adoption and Child Custody Advocacy (“ACA”) to make a social 

study of the minor, the petitioner and any other parties in interest, including, but not limited to an 

investigation into the home and living conditions of the petitioner and the minors. In support of her 

motion, she states as follows: 

1. Devante is 7 years old. Deshante is 5 years old. Dionate is 4 years old. 
 
2. The minors and the petitioner currently reside with the petitioner’s mother,  

Nodre B, a/k/a Ann W, on Eggleston Avenue in Chicago. Prior to that, the petitioner 
claims that she and the minors lived on Austin Avenue in Evanston for ten months. 
Prior to that, she claims that she lived on Grandville, in Chicago for 3½ years.  
 

3. The address the petitioner used on her Petition for Guardian of Minors, filed in April, 
2003, is on Hermitage Avenue, in Chicago. The Petitioner now alleges that she has not 
lived at that address in several years. 

 
4. The petitioner claims that she and the minors are moving in July to a new address on 

Brummell in Evanston.  
 
5. It would be in the best interests of the minors to verify both the existence and the 

condition of the residence of the minors. 
 
6. The petitioner has a criminal case for public aid fraud pending in the State of 

Wisconsin. The case is currently set for another pretrial conference on August 8. The 
petitioner states that she is making restitution to the State and that her case will be 
dismissed when she has paid the debt in full. (A copy of the court order continuing the 
case to August 8 is attached).  
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7. It is in the minors’ best interests to delay consideration of the petition for guardianship 
until after the conclusion of the petitioner’s criminal case.  

 
WHEREFORE, Margaret C. Benson, Guardian Ad Litem, prays as follows: 

A. That the ACA be appointed to investigate the home and living conditions of the 
petitioner and the minors 

 
B. That this case be continued for 60 days or until the petitioner’s criminal case in 

Wisconsin is concluded and the ACA investigation is completed. 
 
C. For such other and further relief as may be necessary. 

 

      _____________________________________ 
      MARGARET C. BENSON, Guardian Ad Litem 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Margaret C. Benson 
Chicago Volunteer Legal Services (#91139) 
Guardian Ad Litem 
33 N. Dearborn Street, Suite 400 
Chicago, IL 60602  
312.332.7546 


