October 2019

Chicago Volunteer
Legal Services
Because equal access to justice is everyone’s fight.

Upcoming
Events
October 22 - Seminar: A
Professional Lawyer Is a Healthy
Lawyer; 12:15 pm
October 24 - Seminar: Reverse
Mortgages; 12:15 pm
October 29 - GAL for Minors
Training; 12:00 pm
November 6 - New Volunteer
Orientation; 12:15 pm
November 13 - Guardianship
Planning for Undocumented
Immigrants Clinic; 12:00 pm
November 15 - Vino + Van Gogh;
6:00 pm

VINO + VAN GOGH
On November 15, CVLS’ Junior
Board will be hosting their 10th
annual Vino + Van Gogh. Preorder
tickets are available for $65 at
www.cvls.org/vinovangogh

BREAKING THROUGH ROCK BOTTOM
Former PILI Intern Prevents Homelessness

R

ochelle used to live in a two-flat with
her parents. Her mother and father
lived on the top floor, and Rochelle and
her children rented the bottom floor
with the help of a housing voucher from
the Chicago Housing Authority. For the
most part, all was well.

Rochelle filed a pro se petition in
Chancery Court to challenge the CHA.
Without an attorney, she didn’t stand a
chance. But that’s when her luck started
to turn.

Then, in one sudden turn of events,
Rochelle lost everything.
It started when her father died.
Rochelle’s mother couldn’t afford the
rent without him, so she moved out of
the building. In violation of the lease
and CHA rules, the landlord demanded
Rochelle pay her parents’ rent in
addition to her own. When Rochelle
couldn’t pay, the landlord evicted her.
Rochelle then tried using her voucher to
move into a new apartment. The CHA
learned about the eviction and used that
as a reason to take her subsidy away.
Without her voucher and without a
place to stay, Rochelle and her children
became homeless.

Daniel Parrish,
Brinks Gilson & Lione

Judge Mullen appointed CVLS to
represent Rochelle through the Access
to Justice Program, and we placed
the case with Daniel Parrish of Brinks,
Gilson, & Lione. A former Public Interest
... continued from page 2
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THANK YOU TO
OUR SUPPORTERS

... continued from page 1
Law Initiative (PILI) intern at the Lawyers’
Committee for Better Housing, Dan was
the perfect fit.
Dan quickly realized the landlord had
used a faulty lease termination notice
and filed a petition to vacate. He then
consolidated the eviction case into the
chancery case, where Judge Mullen
vacated the old eviction order and
dismissed and sealed the eviction case.
With the eviction gone, CHA reinstated
Rochelle to the voucher program.
Rochelle’s life fell apart due to something
out of her control. Dan, through the
power of pro bono, started putting the
pieces back together.

New FREE CLE
seminars available
online!
Human Trafficking and Children: What
Lawyers Need to Know
Center for the Human Rights of Children
https://bit.ly/2AJsk2o

Famous Distillery Donates 6 Millionth Barrel Bottle to CVLS
time. When the 7 millionth barrel was
rolled off the line in April of 2018, the
6 millionth barrel was removed to age
another year in a larger warehouse.
Finally, after a total of 10 years and 11
months of aging, the barrel was bottled
this year, filling four hundred 375ml glass
bottles. Each bottle has a handwritten
description on it and comes packaged
in a hardwood box including a piece of
stave from the 6 millionth barrel and
brochure explaining the significance of
this historic barrel.

General Foreclosure Loss Mitigation
Overview
Matthew Hulstein, Supervisor, Chancery
Court Access to Justice Program
Gabriel Borges, Staff Attorney
1.00 hrs CLE credit
https://bit.ly/30HXKRv

2

Chicago Volunteer Legal Services

staying in homeless shelters understand
and navigate their legal problems.
Our rotating clinic, co-sponsored by
Housing Forward, is held in Oak Park,
Forest Park and Berwyn churches, one
evening a month between May 1 and
October 31. This is a great opportunity
for all of you River Forest, Oak Park and
other near western suburban attorneys,
to help the people you see every day
who are struggling. CVLS will help
you help them by providing training
and legal support. Interested or have
questions? Email Kathy Koester at
kkoester@cvls.org.

RARE BOTTLE FOR AUCTION

Inexpensive Ways to Preserve a
Digital Footprint for Litigation
Julian Ackert, Managing Director at
iDiscovery Solutions (iDS)
1.00 hrs CLE credit
https://bit.ly/2K4fNfv

More available at
www.cvls.org/onlinecle

VOLUNTEER
ATTORNEYS NEEDED
CVLS needs volunteers to help people

uffalo Trace has donated 400 bottles
from its 6 millionth barrel to charities
across the country in hopes to raise
$500,000 for worthy causes.

B

CVLS is holding an online auction for
this historical bottle with the winner to
be announced online and at Vino + Van
Gogh on November 15th. To bid on this
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity visit the
auction page at:
www.32auctions.com/CVLS6MBarrel

Last year, Buffalo Trace barreled their
7 millionth barrel of whiskey since
Prohibition. They house milestone
barrels like this in the world’s tiniest rick
house, built to hold just one barrel at a

Please help us make this auction a
success by spreading the word around
your office, to your friends and family, or
anyone who enjoys quality and a touch
of class. Thank you all and good luck!

ADOPTION UPDATE:
FEE INCREASE
There has been a recent update to

CVLS and Schiff Hardin LLP are proud to

commemorate 40 years of their unique
and trailblazing pro bono partnership to
advance change, improve lives, and bring
justice, which began with the first-ever
firm adoption of a CVLS neighborhood
legal clinic in 1979.
Since its opening, Schiff Hardin lawyers
have staffed the clinic at the Howard
Area Community Center each week
in Rogers Park, a culturally vibrant,
yet economically under-resourced
community in Chicago. Attorneys
provide low-income residents critical
access to legal assistance that helps
protect their rights in landlord/tenant
disputes,
accessing
government
benefits, and family law issues.
“We are honored to celebrate the 40th
anniversary of this partnership and
recognize the numerous colleagues
who donated their time and skills to
help the Rogers Park community,” said
Paula Ketcham, a Schiff Hardin partner
who oversees the firm’s partnership
with CVLS. “This milestone not only
celebrates the impactful pro bono
work done in years past, but also the
importance of continuing to serve in the
years ahead.”
Today, 40 years later, the CVLS-Schiff
clinic at the Howard Area Community
Center has served more than 2,700
clients in Roger Park. Over the past four
decades, more than 500 Schiff Hardin

the court fees associated with CVLS
adoption cases. Please note the changes
to the following fees:
lawyers have worked 75,000+ pro bono
hours and donated more than $15 million
in legal services for CVLS clinic clients
alone. CVLS, a preeminent pro bono civil
legal aid provider, now regularly works
with law firms to follow a similar format
as the one started with Schiff, serving
almost 1,300 clients a year just through
their 24 legal clinics located across
Chicago.
“Schiff Hardin was a pioneer. Back when
other law firms weren’t interested in
helping poor people with their everyday
legal problems, the lawyers at Schiff
recognized that these types of cases
were significant – to the clients, to the
community, and to Chicago. Schiff was
the first firm to step up to make sure
that the legal system would work for
everyone, not just the few,” said CVLS
Executive Director Meg Benson
Members of the Schiff Hardin group
who originally staffed the clinic remain
with the firm today, including Partner
Paul Dengel and Managing Partner
Marci Eisenstein. Throughout Schiff
Hardin’s 150-year history, the firm
has represented immigrants facing
persecution or deportation, juveniles in
criminal prosecutions, and supported
organizations that improve the lives
of people worldwide and in local
communities.

GAL Fee Old - $25
New - $75
Criminal Old - $55
Background New - $56.25
(prices per person)
Birth Certificate Old - $15
New - $15
Total Old - $90 + $55
(extra background)
New - $146.25 + $55
(extra background)

IMMIGRATION CLINIC
November 13, Noon
Kanoon Elementary
2233 S Kedzie Ave, Chicago, IL 60623

V

olunteer attorneys and interpreters
needed to advise families on the types
of guardianship available in Illinois and,
in appropriate cases, assist families in
completing short-term guardianship
forms on site. The goal of this clinic is
to provide undocumented parents with
a legal safety plan for their children in
the event of the parents’ detention or
deportation.
This is a limited scope pro bono
opportunity that does not require
representation of clients after the clinic
date. Training for this opportunity is
via an online video. CVLS staff will
be on site to provide supervision and
guidance.
Email Rebekah Rashidfarokhi to register
for this event. Please indicate if you
speak Spanish or if you will need an
interpreter. If you are not a registered
CVLS volunteer, please also provide
your phone number, address, ARDC
number, and date of admission to the
Illinois bar in your email. For additional
information please email Rebekah at
rebekah@cvls.org.
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40 UNDER 40 STARS SHINE BRIGHT
CVLS Staff and Volunteers Honored

For 20 years the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin and Chicago Lawyer have selected 40

exceptional Chicago attorneys under the age of 40 to honor. This award is appropriately
named 40 under 40, and we have some new 2019 winners announce and we cannot be
more proud of them. Visit https://bit.ly/2Mc8H8v for the full list.
Rebekah Rashidfarokhi
CVLS Director, GAL for Minors

Rebekah Rashidfarokhi, pictured above
with 2004 40 under 40 winner and
CVLS deputy director, Phil Mohr, has
been a long-time advocate for the
underpriviledged.

Carolyn Blessing,
Locke Lord LLP

Carolyn Blessing has made a name for
herself as a sharp litigator with a heart
of gold. She impresses with her strong
courtroom instincts, adaptability and
impressive organizational and strategic
skills. No stranger to accolades,
Carolyn was also honored with CVLS’
Distinguished Service award in 2016.
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John Schreiner,
Perkins Coie LLP

John Schreiner is a corporate law
partner at Perkisn Coie who divides
his time between navigating highly
regulated commercial transactions and
volunteerism. He is one of our top GAL
volunteers, with the knowledge and
skillset needed to overcome any legal
obstacle that gets in the way of justice.

She joined the CVLS family in 2007
as a general practice lawyer working
on cases ranging from family law
to mortgage foreclosure defense.
A decade later, Rebekah is now the
program director of our Guardian Ad
Litem for Minors program. In addition
to her regular duties, Rebekah has
personally gathered and trained a
second team of volunteers who provide
much needed assistance to Chicago’s
immigrant community and organized
over 30 community clinics this past
year to provide guardianship planning
for undocumented immigrants in case
of deportation.

Jill Felkins,
Segal McCambridge Singer & Mahoney

Michael Viglione,
Ryan Ryan and Viglione

Samira Nazem,
The Chicago Bar Foundation

Jill Felkins is an accomplished civil
defense litigator with an impressive list of
courtroom victories. In addition to being a
CVLS GAL for vulnerable minors, Jill serves
on Segal McCambridge’s IIT Chicago-Kent
College of Law externship program, giving
local law students exposure to a law firm
setting prior to graduation, a volunteer
with the Alzheimer’s Association, and a
steering committee member of Illinois
Women Conquer Alz.

A tireless advocate with an almost
photogenic memory regarding case facts,
Michael Viglione is both praised and
feared in the courtroom. “Michael is one
of the most impressive young trial lawyers
I have encountered in my career,” says
Tim Whiting, with Chicago’s Whiting Law
Group. In addition to being a top-notch
personal injury specialist, Michael acts as
a CVLS volunteer on Adult Guardianship
cases.

Samira Nazem has used her impressive
legal skills to fight for those who lack access
to justice during her entire legal career.
Today, Nazem continues to fight as director
of pro bono and court advocacy for The
Chicago Bar Foundation. She also serves as
the staff attorney for the Circuit Court of
Cook County Pro Se Advisory Committee,
which works to improve the coordination
and effectiveness of the services provided
to unrepresented litigants.
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TWICE AS NICE
Repeat Clients Achieve
Repeat Success!

NAVIGATING AN
INTESTATE MESS

Volunteer Doesn’t Accept
the Run Around

ADOPTION TALE
A Family 15 Years in the
Making

Barbara Mallon,
Mallon & Johnson
Eileen Kelly,
Harrison Law LLC

C

VLS represented Paul and Neatha
at the height of the housing crisis
through our Foreclosure Mediation
Program. Thanks to the hard work of
our volunteers several years ago, the
couple modified their loan, decreased
their monthly payments, and saved their
home from foreclosure.
But that wasn’t the end of their problems.
This time, due to a mix-up concerning
the new payments, the house was
threatened by foreclosure yet again.
Fortunately, the foreclosure judge
referred them to CVLS through the
Access to Justice (A2J) Program. CVLS
staff, familiar with the clients and their
circumstances, determined the best
course of action and assigned the case
with Eileen Kelly of Harrison Law, LLC.
Eileen helped the couple reapply and
secure a new modification to resolve the
issue. She monitored the case to ensure
that Paul and Neatha were making timely
payments. Thanks to Eileen’s advocacy
and attention to detail, the foreclosure
was again dismissed. Hopefully for good
this time!

W

hile still grieving about her husband’s
death, Patricia needed to get his affairs in
order. That included changing the title to
two cars and cashing checks payable to
him from his employer and union.
Although she tried to resolve her issues
with a small estate affidavit, various bank,
union and secretary of state employees
either insisted on court orders or refused
to even talk to her.
To complicate matters further, it turned
out that one car had a lien and was
impounded because her son had driven
it on a suspended license. And, the
other car? Well, the title paperwork was
nowhere to be found.
Enter Barbara Mallon, a volunteer at
CVLS’ Old St. Mary’s Church Clinic in
the south Loop. Barbra hit the ground
running, drafting a revised small estate
affidavit, sending out letters and
explaining Patricia’s rights to obstinate
union officials and state employees.

Gwen Stewart,
Sidley Austin LLP

Nearly two decades ago, with open

and loving arms, Alice offered to take in
a child whose mother did not have the
means to care for him. The woman’s
neighbor knew that Alice dreamt of
being a mother and made that dream
a reality when she asked Alice to take
her two-day-old son home from the
hospital.
After caring for the child for nearly
15 years, Alice wanted to formalize
motherhood and turn her guardianship
into an adoption.
IP litigator Gwen Stewart, a volunteer
at Sidley Austin’s Salvation Army
Clinic, discovered just how exuberant
and emotional adoption court can be.
Alice and her son were thrilled to have
an adoption in place and so grateful to
Gwen for making it all possible!

Thanks to all of Barbara’s work,
Patricia collected on her late husband’s
employment and union checks, received
title to both cars, and got the liens and
impoundment fines waived on the one
car.
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NEW DECEASED
BORROWERS
HOTLINE
We Test a New Service

VISITORS FROM ACROSS THE POND
CVLS Hosts German Students

W

e were lucky enough to host a group of German high school students interested in
expanding social services back in their home country across the pond. Rebekah Azar
Rashidfarokhi did a great job as always introducing them to CVLS and our model of
utilizing volunteers to provide high quality pro bono services to our community. You’re
a rock star Rebekah!

LAWYER OF THE
YEAR
Volunteer Honored by
Catholic Lawyers

Royal Berg

Longtime CVLS volunteer and friend,

Royal Berg , was honored recently by
The Catholic Lawyers Guild of Chicago
with the 2019 Lawyer of the Year award
at their annual Red Mass reception.

6

Chicago Volunteer Legal Services

Roy has practiced immigration law in
Chicago as a solo practitioner since 1984.
During which time he has served as CoChair of the Human Rights Committee
of the Chicago Bar Association, and the
Litigation Committee of the Chicago
Chapter of the American Immigration
Lawyers Association (AILA). He is also a
founding Board Member of Immigrants’
List, a pro-immigrant, pro-immigration
political action committee formed in
2006.
Always ready with a smile and energetic
attitude, Roy has made a name for himself
over the years as a caring, dedicated
attorney who fights tirelessly for his
clients. This work ethic has made him no
stranger to accolades. Over his career,
Roy has received numerous awards,
including being named to CVLS’ Honor
Roll in 2006.
Congratulation Roy, you deserve it!

E

very year, hundreds of Chicago
families inherit homes with mortgages.
If that mortgage is in default, the family
faces a huge problem. Often, these
families can afford to keep the property
and would qualify for a loan modification,
but mortgage servicers are notoriously
bad at communicating with heirs. Also,
these families may need to go through
probate, but need an attorney to help
them. CVLS recently launched a pilot
hotline program for these families.
Heirs can call CVLS and get connected
with a trained law student. The student
talks them through their options and
screens them for good CVLS cases.
If home retention is possible, the call
proceeds to a full intake and possible
legal representation. The program is in
its early stages, but we hope to expand
it soon.

BEACON HILL LEGAL • DLA PIPER • LEGALPEOPLE • LOEVY & LOEVY ATTORNEYS AT LAW • THOMPSON COBURN • COOPERS HAWK DISTILLERY
Chicago Volunteer Legal Services
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RACE JUDICATA®
2019 AN INCREDIBLE
SUCCESS
Chicago Comes out to Show
Love for Chicago Pro Bono

On

September 12, Chicago came
together to make Race Judicata 2019 a
huge success. Almost 5,000 registered
participants, 250 law firms and legal
organizations, and hundreds more
partygoers showed their support for
Chicago Volunteer Legal Services and
continued this city’s long history of civic
philanthropy through volunteerism. This
event perfectly spotlighted the best
Chicago has to offer and we look forward
to another 25 years of celebrating pro
bono with all of you.
For everyone that showed up to race or
volunteer, for everyone who came out to
support their fellow coworkers or friends,
CVLS thanks you. You made the event
more than just a 5K run. You made it the
blowout summer closeout for Chicago’s
legal community! Almost $250,000
was raised to support CVLS’ mission to
coordinate, support and promote the
voluntary pro bono legal representation
of the Chicago area’s poor and working
poor. We’d also like to thank all of our
sponsors who year after year show their
commitment to pro bono and furthering
CVLS’ work.

TEAM RESULTS
Largest Team

Women

FASTEST LAWYER
Derek Holland		

16:57

FASTEST LAWYER
Sarah David		

18:50

OVERALL
Martin Martinez		
Tommy Gerguson
Chris Brunnquell		

16:18
16:44
16:44

OVERALL
Maria Hicks		
Margaret Chambers
Emily Savas		

19:50
20:29
20:51

UNDER 20
Andrew Nelson		
Alex Leonard		
Spencer Dixon		

21:08
21:09
21:10

UNDER 20
Ella Hwang		
Carmella O’Malley
Katie Syftestad		

21:16
23:21
23:21

20 THRU 29
William Ivey		
Joseph Coughlin		
Kirby Lawson		

17:45
18:24
18:29

20 THRU 29
Kelly Brooks		
Elizabeth McGreal
Michelle Howe		

21:46
22:19
22:33

30 THRU 39
Tommy Ferguson		
Chris Brunquell		
Mark Dolgin		

16:44
16:44
17:46

30 THRU 39
Maria Hicks		
Margaret Chambers
Emily Savas		

19:50
20:29
20:51

40 THRU 49
Eric Eckerman		
Ryan Larson		
Joe Devaney		

18:23
18:46
19:47

40 THRU 49
Jean Soh		
Lindsay Philiben		
Kim Stepleton		

20:54
22:56
22:58

50 THRU 59
Zach Fardon		
Tom Proctor		
Kevin O’Hagan		

18:56
20:10
20:30

50 THRU 59
Ana Juan Bustos		
Stacey Seneczko		
Julie Kruszynski		

23:03
25:23
25:35

60 THRU 69
Paul Ciesiun		
Brian Barry		
Michael Wojtas		

21:50
22:12
22:27

60 THRU 69
Patricia Knorre		
Lee Ann Ali		
Ruthi Maldonado-Delwiche

26:22
26:28
28:38

70 AND OVER
Robert Arroyo		
Gerald Shekleton		
Forest Lombaer		

29:18
29:33
32:13

70 AND OVER
Kathy Deane		
Zaida Nava		
Sharon Eiseman		

32:36
41:50
51:59

Women
Sidley Striders

Division 2
McAndrews Held
		& Malloy
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Men

Mayer Brown

Men
Division 1

RESULTS

Division 3

IDEX Corporation

Division 4

Legal Aid Chicago

Chicago Volunteer Legal Services

Co-Ed

Division 1

Locke Lord

Division 1

Division 2

Swanson Martin & Bell

Division 3

HBR Consulting

Division 2
Ropes & Gray
		
Division 3
Driehaus Capital
		Management

Division 4

Legal Aid Chicago
Division 4

Winston & Strawn

2Civility

From left to right, top to bottom:
T-shirt contest winner - IL MCLE Board;
Runners getting ready at the starting line;
Major Lindsey & Africa dishing out popcorn;
Breakfast Club jamming away;
Beer sponsor BMO Wealth Management
getting ready for the after run rush;
Mayer Brown gathers to take their photo for
the largest team award.

More photos at
www.cvls.org/judicata
Chicago Volunteer Legal Services
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33 North Dearborn Street, Suite 400
Chicago, IL 60602

